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Relative Sovereignties: mini-states, micro-states and semi-states 

 1.  Introduction 

2.  Vassallage: privileges, rights, freedoms, always in the plural´ 

3.  The standard history of sovereignity in an International Relations model 

4.  "Suzerainty" and "Sovereign autonomy". From the Congress of Vienna 

     (1815) to the Paris Peace Conference (1919) 

5.  The contradictions between Historical Right, Realpolitik and Popular 

     sovereignty 

6.  The League of Nations and "pocket states" as a solution to frontier 

     conflicts 

7.  "Pocket States" originate World War II: Some interwar examples, the failed Rhenish 
Republic, the Catalan autonomic régime, and Danzig 

8.  "Pocket States" after World War II: Trieste 

9.  Decolonization and the first debate on whether size counts: the 1960´s 

10.Singapore as an example 
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11.The size debates in the 1980´s 

12.The privatization of exceptional entities 

  

Classes in Spanish; Clases en castellano, a instancia universitaria. 

Class notes (PPT.) in English; Lecturas de clase (escritas por el profesor en inglés) 

Readings; Lecturas en inglés, castellano, catalán, francés 

  

Readings 

 Anthony Hope, The Prisoner of Zenda, 1894 (numerous paperback editions) 

E.F. Schumacher, Small Is Beautiful: A Study of Economics As If People Mattered, 
1973 (numerous paperback editions) 

Andreas Osiander, The States System of Europe, 1640-1990. Peacemaking and the 
Conditions of International Stability, Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1994 

Benno Teschke, The Myth of 1648: Class, Geopolitics, and the Making of Modern 
International Relations, London, Verso, 2003 

Stephen Bonsal, Suitors and Suppliants The Little Nations At Versailles, New York, 
Prentice-Hall, Inc. 1946 

Annette Baker Fox, The Power of Small States. Diplomacy in World War II, Chicago, 
University of Chicago Press, 1959 

Robert Lewis Rothstein, Alliances and Small Powers, New York, N.Y., Columbia 
University Press, 1968. 

E.A.G. Robinson ( Editor), Economic Consequences of the Size of Nations, London, 
Macmillan, 1963 

Daniel Vital, La supervivencia de los pequeños estados, Madrid, Instituto de estudios 
Políticos, 1975 

Werner Bauwens; Olav F. Knudsen; Armand Clesse, eds., Small States and the 
Security Challenge in the New Europe, London/Washington DC, Brassey’s, 1996 

Jean Comaroff & John L. Comaroff, Etnicidad S.A., Madrid, Katz Editores, 2011 


