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1. Course presentation

This course is an introduction to the study of meaning in language. The student will become
familiar with the most fundamental aspects of word and phrasal meaning and how these
combine with context to yield a full interpretation for a sentence, as well as with some basic
patterns of cross-linguistic similarities and differences in the way meaning is encoded in
language. Finally, the student will learn develop some formal techniques for the analysis of
meaning.

2. SKills to be developed

General skills:

e Analysis and problem solving: To be able to propose the best analysis of a semantic or
pragmatic phenomenon given some set of theoretical concepts and specific methods.

e Application of theoretical knowledge to practical cases: To be able to apply theoretical
concepts and knowledge about semantics and pragmatics to the analysis of new data.

e Motivation for quality: To be better able to recognize different degrees of precision in the
analysis of data and to develop a sense of the importance of formulating descriptions and
analyses with maximal precision.

Specific skills:
e Ability to reflect on the functioning of language: To be able to distinguish between the
respective roles of semantics and pragmatics in linguistic communication.

3. Contents

Sentences, utterances and propositions
Referential expressions and predication
Sense relations

Propositional logic

Word meaning

Interpersonal meaning and inference
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4. Evaluation and reassessment

Regular assessment Reassessment Conditions/
Activity Weight Can / Cannot be Weight Form of the observati
towards grade made up towards grade make-up ons
Exercise 1 in | 25% Can be made | 25% Another
class up analogous
exercise
Exercise 2 in | 25% Can be made | 25% Another
class up analogous
exercise
Final exam 40% Can be made | 40% Another A grade of 50
up analogous on final must
exam be scored to
pass course
Regular 10% Cannot be | 10% -- Consistency
homework made up and quality of
effort put into
homework will
be taken into
account

5. Methodology

The course is organized in the following way:
e 1 large group session/week; 1 seminar/week

e Reading: An average of 2 hours/week. You will be expected to do the required reading

before the class in which it is discussed.

e Exercises: There will be weekly exercises, the role of which is to give you the opportunity
to make sure you understand the concepts and techniques that are discussed in class, as
well as to prepare you for the exams. The exercises will be turned in electronically.

The large group sessions will consist in the presentation and discussion of the concepts and
methods that are necessary to understand the readings and do the exercises. The seminar
sessions will be mainly devoted to discussing the weekly exercises. Active participation of the
student is essential in both types of classes, but especially in the seminars. The work to be

done outside of class will mainly consist of the weekly readings and exercises.

6. Course materials

Obligatory reading:

Hurford, James R., Brendan Heasley & Michael B. Smith. 2007. Semantics: A coursebook (22

Edition). Cambridge University Press. (Can be easily purchased on line.)

Other material will be posted on the Aula Global.
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